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But if any human being earnestly desire to push on to new discoveries instead of just 
retaining and using the old; to win victories over Nature as a worker rather than over 
hostile critics as a disputant; to attain, in fact, clear and demonstrative knowledge 
instead of attractive and probable theory; we invite him as a true son of Science to 
join our ranks. 


[BAcon, Novum Organum, Prefatio. 1620] 


Report by C. Lyell on meeting held November 30th 1831. A sort of geographical 
paper, long and dull, and really of no value whatever, was to have been read by my 
travelling companion Captain Cooke ... We had stayed it off till we had read out the 
others. But when your father’s letter to the President came about the new isle 
north-west of Pantelleria, we determined to shove Cooke’s into the coal-hole 
without ceremony. So when Turner [had] read some passages Murchison said to the 
meeting ‘that it would not be doing justice to Captain Cooke to go on, since there 
were certain maps and illustrations which ought to accompany, not yet arrived: that 
it was begun just to keep its place’. I then... read Hoffman’s paper, which produced 
animated discussion... The structure of Pantelleria, the wasting away of the new 
isle, the par-boiled fish, the floating cinders, the clefts at Sciacca, &c. [in Lyell, K. 
1881, Life, letters and journals of Sir Charles Lyell, I, John Murray, 354] 


Extract from Council Minutes of the meeting held December 15th, 1841. Mr Darwin’s 
paper on the boulder formation of Patagonia... was balloted for and ordered to be 
printed. Estimated cost of the map £13.13s.6d; estimated cost of the woodcut 
£2.10s.0d. 
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